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An Introduction

Each board and committee of the congregation is asked to follow the
church council’'s example and begin each meeting with significant Bible
Study. The Bible studies are printed in the monthly newsletter mailed to
each home and are available to be e-mailed to each board member. If the
chapter(s] is read at home and the questions reviewed before the meeting,
the Bible study can be completed in 20-30 minutes. It is the most important
20 minutes of your board meeting. Don't skip it. The church council found
that over the last two years their meetings were shorter when we began
with Bible study.

There are four groups or types of questions in each study.

You may choose to discuss just one or two of the questions in each group.
The purpose of the warm up questions is just to get conversation started
and to get the group to warm up and get to know each other a little better.
Start with one of these questions and go around the table and ask each
person to respond to one of the easy questions. The questions get more
difficult. The factual questions are simply asking for information from the
reading. Missional questions attempt to apply the chapter read to our
context here in Pelican Rapids. Discipleship questions, the most difficult
questions, are to help us reflect on our spiritual walk with Jesus and to draw
us closer to him. Just pick one question from each group for your study
time.

The chair person of the board or the council liaison may lead the Bible
study. Or the board chair may chose to ask other board members to lead
the study. Everyone is encouraged to get the big picture, and read through
the 16 chapters of the gospel of Mark in just one sitting. May God guide us
through this study and help us to know and grow in faithfulness and
commitment to our Lord.

Pastor Laurie Skow-Anderson



Learner’'s Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * * October 2007 * * *Mark 1

Quick Facts: Mark is the shortest and earliest of the gospeisen. It has
only 16 chapters and was written between 55-65 Abe word “gospel” in C»-[-‘/
Greek issvayyEAlov  means “good news.” Jesus Christ’s teaching, A\

healing, life, death and resurrection is the go®asfor all humanity. From &
the greek word for gospel we get the word “evaisge

Read the entire book of Mark. If you don’'t have tme, just read Mark 1.

1.Warm up question
What is the strangest thing you have ever eaten?

2.Factual questions
What was unique about John the Baptist’s diet?

What is John the Baptist’s identity, purpose arngsion?

What happened to Johnin vs 14?  What was Jessishiiracle vs 247
Second miracle vs 30?

Missional Questions
3.What is the good news in this chapter?

How are people’s lives changed or transformedhley encounter with Jesus?
How does this text send us out as withesses/maSes?
How does this reading help us look to the comaigrr of God? To the future?

Discipleship Questions

4. Jesus finds a quiet place to pray vs 35. Whttd greatest obstacle you face in your
personal devotional and prayer life?

__finding time ___ finding a quiet place ___ begamsistent __ being distracted
____knowing what to do ____having the desire

In Mark 1:40 Jesus had compassion on a leper @alédh him with his touch.
How have you known compassion in your life? Hawéryou known healing in
your life?

How can we be the hands of Christ and reach abtea@mpassion and bring a
healing touch to the most despised in our society?



Learners Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * *November 2007***Mark 2

Quick Facts: Mark can be divided into two sections. The ficdtapters 1-

8 describe the beginning of Jesus’ ministry andotheer of his teaching ’ C»-[-‘/)
and healing all proof that he is the Messiah. Téwad part of Mark, \
chapters 8:27-16:20, is an account of Jesus’ piiedgand preparation for
his crucifixion. The first part occurs in and anduGalilee and the second
part moves toward Jerusalem. The second partradka@les his teaching
while in Jerusalem.

Read the entire book of Mark. If you don’'t have tme, just read Mark 2.
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—
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Warm up question
1. Have you ever been really sick? When? Whotha&® to help you?
What characteristics do you value most in a friend

Factual questions
2. How did the friends get the paralyzed man suge

Is Mark 2:1-12 a healing story, a controvergyystor both? What was the
controversy about?

What does Jesus have authority over in chapter 1?  Chapter 2?
Who does Jesus call to be his disciples in Matl8-2:77?
What laws does Jesus reinterpret?

Missional questions
3. What can we learn about church, community aucellfrom this chapter?

What is the good news in this chapter?
How does this chapter encourage us to be disdiplskare the good news?
How does this chapter call for change in our psakor congregational life?

Discipleship questions

4. In what way is sin like paralysis?
What is the deal with the new wine in new winenski What does that have to do
with our spiritual lives? Our faith’'s communitylige?
2:18-28 is concerned about the behavior of Jesd$s disciples. Does our
behavior matter? To the church? To the comm@nitp God?



Learner’'s Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * *December 2007 * * *Mark 3

Luke all tell the story of Jesus’ life from theenspective and from the oral

Quick Facts Mark is one the three synoptic gospels. Matthewarkvand /-9
tradition they had heard. Written much laters ibelieved that Matthew ang @

Luke “copied” parts of Mark gospel. Compare thehostories and the — —
resurrection accounts in each of the three gospelse the differences. — =]
Jesus mission was to shake up the strongly hagflae$ and social — —

convictions of his time. He told the truth and theh upsets people. The
demons know who Jesus is, but the religious leaofeitse day did not. “Apostles” in

Greek istmootodove which means, ‘sent ones.”
Read the entire book of Mark. If you don’'t have tme, just read Mark 3.

Warm up questions

1. What is your favorite thing to do on your daf?of
How do you usually spend the Sabbath?
What is the craziest thing you have ever done?

Factual Questions
2. Did Jesus break another faw
What sin were the Pharisees and Herodians planaiogmmit?
Why was Jesus angry in 3:5?
What did the unclean/evil spirit call Jesus 3:117?
Who thought Jesus was crazy3:20-22?
What is the unforgivable sin 3:28?
Who can be a part of Jesus’ family 3:357?

Missional questions

3. Why did Jesus appoint the 12 disciples? Whattivair mission?
What is the good news in this chapter?
Has anyone ever said that you were crazy becauswgnted to try something
new or different in the church? What happensatapte who try to shake thing up
at Trinity?
What can we learn about our church, community@diire from the Mark 37?

Discipleship questions
4. Have you ever had a conflict between what Gadted you to do and what your
family expected of you?

How do you need to change your understandingeoBibbath?

Are you a disciple of Christ? A sent one? Ifwbat is your mission?



Learner’'s Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * *January 2008** *Mark 4

Quick Facts: Jesus teaches using parables. Parables are pisstories ( f )
drawn from common experiences with a twist. Theapkes help the reader Q"["/
imagine the new reality of the Kingdom of Gbd.

o=

Sometime during this Bible study, try to read the atire gospel of Mark  [|==
in one sitting. Read Mark 4.

)

Warm up questions
1. Have you ever been caught in a natural disasté@8dFtornado, forest fire, snow
storm? What happened?

Factual questions
2. Why did Jesus teach from a boat?
What are the 4 types of soil in the parable?
What does the parable mean?
What is the Kingdom of God like?
Where was Jesus during the storm?

Missional questions

3. What does the parables of the seeds about @oeferred future for our church?
In the parable of the sower and seed, everyom®need to Jesus’ mission
differently. Not everyone agreed. How do we resptmnpeople who do not
understand the mission of our congregation omgaesawith the direction the
church is moving?
What is the good news in this chapter?

Discipleship questions

4. What is the worst personal storm that you lewes had to face?
How did Jesus help you?
Depending on your translation the word to “listen’to “hear” occurred 9 times
in this chapter. How important is listening tod3a your life? How have you
heard God this week? Are you spending timelemse listening for God?

! The New Interpreter’s Bible, NIB vol 8, pg 568



Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * *February 2008 * * *Mark 5

Quick Facts: Mark is written in short easy to read sentenddark was f-j

probably written as a missionary book to people wihew next to nothing &/

about the new Christian faith. This gospel was pbtpwritten to a non  j== =L

jewish perhaps Roman audierfce. ==
L™ =

Sometime during this Bible study, try to read the etire gospel of

Mark in one sitting. Read Mark 5.

Warm up questions
1. Just for fun guess and then flip through thepgbsf Mark and count the number of
times Jesus casts out a demon or evil spirit. Eloge was your guess®bout 5

Have you ever seen the movie The Exorcist? Whaod remember?

Factual questions

2. How many demons possessed the man?
What was wrong with Jarius’ daughter?

How many years did the bleeding woman suffer?

Missional questions
3.Who reports the exorcism? How dl fibiks respond to the news?

Did the people want Jesus to st&ge vs 17

Where does Jesus send the man who had been dessasped?

What mission did Jesus give him?

What did Jesus say healed the bleeding woman?

Why do you think Jesus tell Jarius’ family to ted one about the miracle?

Discipleship questions
4. What demons are chasing you?

What do you need to ask Jesus to heal you frony®da
__physical problem __family problem financial problem
__emotional problem ___spiritual problem

2 The New Student Bible, NRSV, pg 901

% Serendipity Bible for Groups, NIV pg 1388




Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * *March 2008* * *Mark 6

Quick Facts The 12 shared Jesus’ authority and mission. Thathings f-j
and healings were extentions of Jesus’ own ministitye church Q"["/
recognizes an obligation to continue Jesus’ wdrke church’s mission is  |f==
the gospel not institutional survival. —

-

Sometime during this Bible study, try to read theentire gospel of Mark
in one sitting. Read Mark 6.

1. Warm up questions

What is your hometown?

What is the largest party that you have ever given?  How many people came?
What is your favorite water sport?

2. Factual questions

What kind of response did Jesus get in his home?own

What were the disciples to take with them when thept out two by two?
What happened to John the Baptist?

How did Jesus feel about the crowds that followed?See vs 34.

How do the disciples respond to Jesus walking emtéater?

3. Missional questions
What three things Jesus disciples do when they sareout? See vss12-13

As Jesus’ disciples today, what three things dm&esl to do?
What is our role as Christians in feeding the hy@gr
What are the storms that face our church? Our aomtg? Where is Jesus in the storm?

4. Discipleship questions
Where is Jesus sending you?

Why was Herodias angry with John the Baptist?
John the Baptist was a truth teller. What arerigies we take when we tell the truth?
Jesus walked on the water and fed 5000. What Hiveuld like Jesus to do in your

life?
Jesus went up on the mountainside to pray. Howus prayer life? Where do you

pray?



Learner’'s Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * * April 2008* * *Mark 7

Quick Facts: For Lesson7

Mark 7 is a controversy story. The Pharisees ehg# Jesus’ authority. ’ C._[_‘/)
Mark was written to the Gentiles who haven't kéy dewish purification \
laws or customs. Jesus removes this food barraleny the Gentiles to
become believers.

Read Mark 7. Sometime during this Bible study tryto read the entire
gospel of Mark in one sitting.

o=

)

1. Warm Up Questions
What is your favorite messy food? BBQ ribs, contlee cob, spaghetti...
If you were to become deaf would you miss heariiegrhost?

2. Factual Questions

Where was the woman with the demon possessed dadghin? Why is this important?
What does the word “Ephphatha” mean?

How did the people disobey Jesus? vs 36

3. Missional Questions

What traditions do we hold on to that are humaneratt not of God?

Have we set aside the commands of God in ordepgerge our own traditions? vs 9
What comes out of the church is unclean? Vs 13

What boundaries does Jesus cross in this chapter?

What boundaries do we need to cross in PelicandRapi

Are “foreigners” welcomed in our church? Jesus néwaed away a person in need, as
church do we?

In what ways is the church deaf? Mute?

4. Discipleship Questions

Are you trying to hide a secret sin from God? Wtanhes out of you that is unclean?
What is the difference between outward piety amehna devotion to God in one’s heart?
What authority does Jesus have in your life?

What word or message is hard for you to hear?

What are the hardest words for you to say?

Have you ever told anyone about your experiencé&soaof? Your relationship with
Christ?



Learner’'s Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * *May 2008 * * *Mark 8-9

Quick Facts: For Chapters 8-Blere the movement in Mark changes. Jeg
begins to prepare his disciples for his suffering death.

Read Mark 8-9. Sometime during this Bible study,ry to read the
entire gospel of Mark in one sitting.

1.Warm Up Questions

Do you or did you ever have a nickname? What w/2s i

What is your middle name?

What is the highest place you've ever climbed?

2.Factual Questions
Name the three miracles that Jesus performs intetsa-9.

How does Jesus begin to prepare his disciplesigasuifering and death?
What is Peter up to in Mark 8 and 97?

3.Missional Questions

When the going gets tough what do the tough do?

According to Jesus, what is true greatness

Jesus showed compassion to the crowds that folldwwved How do we show
compassion to the crowds who do not yet know Jasuord?

Reflecting on the miracles that Jesus has perfoim#dutese first 9 chapters of Mark,
what do you think the kingdom of God/reign of Gotl e like?

4.Discipleship Questions
When is it hardest for you to believe? Was theperdod in your life when you didn’t
believe? Doubted?

What would you say if someone asked you, “Who s3@”
In what ways are you spiritually blind?



Learner’'s Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * *June 2008* * *Mark 10

Quick Facts: Jesus’ teaching on divorce was directed at “hasdtbd,” those who
lacked compassion. Jesus was looking at the Isétfsvidualism of Herod’s court ’ C.-[_‘/)
when he made his comments in answer to the Pharigeestion. He was not \
telling a battered woman that she and her childnast risk physical and —
psychological torment every day to avoid divotc€hildren were not consider —
persons with rights. They had no power or statheyTwere property of the father |z
Jesus insists that the reign of God is for the yowl

Read Mark 10. Sometime during this Bible study, ty to read the entire gospel of
Mark in one sitting.

)

1.Warm Up Questions

What part time jobs did you have in high school?aAzhild, what did you want to be
when you grew up?

If you could ask Jesus one question, what woube &

2. Factual Questions

What was the intent of the Pharisee’s questiongtat\Were they trying to do?
What is God'’s intention for marriage?

What was the rich young man’s question? What lakdrich man lack?

What did James and John want from Jesus?

What was Bartimaeus’ response to Jesus?

3. Missional Questions

How can we use our wealth to give glory to God?

How can we best serve God in our community? Wh&od doing in Pelican Rapids?
How can we help raise up the children of our vidldg give glory to God?

What attitude should we take as missionaries/aradass when meeting a non
Christian?

4. Discipleship Questions
In what ways are we spiritually blind? Whan we learn from Bartimaes?
In what ways does our wealth get in the way obfwlhg Jesus?
In what ways does our pride get in the way of fwllog Jesus?
What holds you back from being totally committedatiowing Christ?
__wealth __apathy _ pride __ family/friends
__bad habits/temptations __doubts __ fears

* NIB, vol 8 pg 646

10



Learner’'s Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * *July 2008* * *Mark 11

Quick Facts: Mark 11-13 consists of Jesus’ teaching in Jeamsal he

temple is the setting for several controversy sgriJesus’ struggle is with ’ C._[_‘/)
temple leaders who have forgotten the purpose asgion God had \
entrusted to them. In chapter 11, Jesus entarsalem on donkey,
cleanses the temple, curses a fig tree and defesdsithority.

J\IN
)

Read Mark 11. Sometime during this Bible study, ty to read the entire
gospel of Mark in one sitting.

1.Warm Up Questions

What makes you really mad? Do you have a pet (feeve

2. Factual Questions

Which verse tells us that they laid palm branchethe road before Jesus’ colt?
How did the priests and scribes react to Jesusust in the temple?

What happens to the fig tree that does not be#ffll:21

What is the purpose of the temple?

3. Missional Questions

In what ways if any has our church become corruptetdve we lost sight of our purpose
and mission?

How would Jesus react if he walked into our chuoday?
Jesus’ teaching offended the religious leadersesxur witness to the gospel ever
offend those with power?

If Jesus were to come and clean up Pelican Rapius,e would he start?

4. Discipleship Questions
In what ways are we like a fig tree that does reatrbruit?

How have you experienced the presence of God in lfelthis past month?

What does Jesus need to clean up in your life?

11



Learner’'s Guide

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * * August 2008 * * *Mark 12

Quick Facts For Lesson on Chapter 12 Jesus is still debatiiteaching in the
temple. Jesus challenges the religious leaders afdy. “They are not concerned

about God’s Word at all but only about their owegtige and traditions.” f C,_[_‘/’
Read Mark 12. Sometime during this Bible study, ty to read the entire \

gospel of Mark in one sitting. — —
1.Warm Up Questions — —

What topic is guaranteed to spark a debate in jouse?
Politics, religion, money, taxes, the war, spontispse turn is it to do the dishes?

Are there any topics that are taboo in your house?

2. Factual Questions
What is the main point of the parable about vindyek2:1-12

How did Jesus answer the question about whethgrsti@uld pay taxes or not?
What don't the Saducees believe in?
What is the Greatest Commandment?

What was Jesus complaint about the scribes?
What was so special about the widow’s offering?

3. Missional Questions
What is the good news in this chapter?

As missional leaders, how do we live out the gigatemmandment in Pelican Rapids?
Who is our neighbor?

How would you explain the resurrection to someohe Wwad never heard the Easter
story?

4. Discipleship Questions

What belongs to God? How do we give to God thegththat belong to God?
What motivates you to be a disciple of Jesus Christ

In what ways is Jesus the cornerstone of your life?

How do you show your love for God?

Which three stories in 12 chapter are about money?

Why is how we use our money such an important plisship issue?

>NIB, vol pg 672

12



Leader’'s Copy

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * * September 2008 * * *Mark 13-14

Quick Facts: ® For Lesson on Chapter 13-14 The last four chatiershe
climax of the book of Mark. The Focus is on the &ntks and the crisis of Cv-[-i/

the end of the world. Chapter 13 is sometimesdatlhe “Little &
Apocalypse.” The apostles are called to “watch’ sespair but to have : —
hope’ — =

Read Mark 13. Sometime during this Bible study, ty to read the entire gospel of
Mark in one sitting.

1.Warm Up Questions
You have 24 hours to live. What would you do?
If you had a year’s salary to play with, what wowttli do?

2. Factual Questions

Name some of the signs that the end is near in Mark

How did Jesus defend the woman’s use of perfume?

How do we connect the Passover to Jesus’ deatheandrection?
In 14:36 what is Jesus asking in his prayer?

What is blasphemy?

3. Missional Questions
How has the church fallen asleep? How have yoddetn our Lord?
How are we as a church currently seeking God’s?will

4. Discipleship Questions

How have you betrayed and denied Jesus?

When have you felt the most alone? Abandoned? Mawesver felt as though God was
far away?

®NIB, vol pg 672

" Interpetation: Bible Commentary, Mark, Lamar Witison, Jr.
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Learner's Copy

Church Council and Boards Bible Study-Missional Discipleship 101
Every member of the congregation is invited to join Trinity’s leadership in
Bible Study each month* * * October 2008 * * *Mark 15-16

Quick Facts For Lesson on Chapter 15-T&e trial, crucifixion, death,

burial and resurrection of Jesus are the definioghents for all Christians. C/
CT;

Compare these chapters to Matthew 27-28, Luke 234 19-20.

V)N
)

Read Mark 15-16

1.Warm Up Questions

Have you ever sat with someone who was dying?

Who was the first person to tell you about Jesestkd and resurrection?

Did you ever watch the movie The Passion of Chridtv did you feel? What did you
think?

2. Factual Questions

Why was Jesus so silent at his trial?

What was Pilate’s primary concern?

How many nails did they use in the crucifixion?

What was torn and what do you think that means?

What was significant about Joseph of Arimathea?

In your Bible how many endings are there to thgpgbsf Mark?

Some believe that 16:9-20 is a later addition. Wdmayou think?

3. Missional Questions

Why is it important that we share this story ofu¥sleath and resurrection?

What are the best ways to share the gospel good akeaut Jesus in Pelican Rapids?
What are the greatest opportunities and the greehiatienges in witnessing to Jesus
Christ?

4. Discipleship Questions

Have you ever told someone about Jesus’ deathesudrection?
What is the hardest part of sharing your faith vgitmeone else?
What would help you share you love for Jesus wotimnesone else?

14
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